CRITICAL ISSUES IN ANTHROPOLOGY:

POSTGRADUATE SYMPOSIUM 

SESSIONS AND ABSTRACTS

SESSION 1: INSTITUTIONS, MODELS AND DISCOURSES

1. Michael Roberts, NUI Maynooth: michaelbroberts@eircom.net
Foundations: Rebuilding After Mental Breakdown

  In September 2001 the World Health Organisation reported that “one in four people in the world will be affected by mental or neurological disorders at some point in their lives but nearly two thirds of people with a known mental disorder never seek help from a health professional. Stigma, discrimination and neglect prevent care and treatment from reaching them.” Hungarian mental health rights activist Gabor Gambos said: “I remind myself that many of the mistakes in mental health care come from a helping attitude. But they want to help you without asking you, without understanding you, without involving you, in your best interest.” GROW is an organisation that does ask and tries to understand and involve its members. It is a self- and mutual-help international organisation founded in Australia fifty years ago. GROW began in Ireland in 1969 and has, at present, over one hundred and forty support groups throughout six regions. GROW does not see itself as an alternative to State Services but an as essential complement to them. My research is set mainly in the GROW North-west Region of Ireland that includes Counties Sligo, Leitrim and Donegal but also in other Irish GROW regions, and at the GROW national and international level. 
The research seeks to record, analyse and interpret how GROW asks about and provides for the needs of its members, how it does its work, its philosophical under-pinning, but particularly how its operational methods reveal GROW understanding of mental illness and how recovery and growth can occur. It compares GROW’s operations with that of State Services to see if the two approaches complement each other or are in conflict, intentionally or otherwise.

2. Noomi Mozard, QUB: L1440601@Queens-Belfast.AC.UK
Cultural representations of nature in Venezuela

Looking at small water side communities located on the shores of Lake Maracaibo, Venezuela, this project aims to explore the relationship between the lake and the inhabitants of the ‘pueblos de agua’ (villages on water) located on the shores of the lake.  The villages consist of groups of ‘palafitos’, houses on stilts raised above the water surface, placing the inhabitants in a direct and constant contact with the lake. The lake has been strongly impacted upon by the oil discovery in the early 1900 and the industry that followed.  While the landscape has changed with the appearances of oilrigs, ships and harbours there have also been changes in the water due to oil spillages and pollutions.  Furthermore, the lake has in recent years been fighting duckweed - a flowering plant that floats on the surface of the water and has proven very costly and difficult to remove.  These issues are bound to impact upon the relationship between the lake and the ‘pueblos de agua’, bringing to the forefront ways in which people value, use, think about and engage with the lake.  

3. Arnaud Tagnachie, NUI Maynooth: paddyattitude@hotmail.com
Culture: A 'Playground' for Adults 

In the field of religion, Turner's concept of liminality has been used extensively to understand the transition phase in the rite of passage, and the experience of tourism (McCannell, 1976; Urry, 1995). These two realms of anthropology seem different in many ways, but in our societies driven by liberal and capitalistic economies, both cultural phenomena gain a quality of playfulness. Indeed, today, through its desire for self-fulfilment and freedom of choice, the individual can use and play with cultural symbols to serve his needs and goals in an intentional manner, and also to seek pleasure and instant gratification. And interestingly, the psychoanalyst Donald Winnicott gives us the methodological tools to understand what happens at a psychological and social level during any process of transition. Winnicott locates the cultural experience in play, which he defines as Transitional phenomena, a "potential space [the intermediate area of experience] between the individual and the environment". So, the transitional phenomenon must be a good-enough environment in which, as the child in play, the adult in cultural experience comes across conditions that cannot be challenged and enable him, through a transitional object or a symbol, to express, release his creative impulse which aims at the construction of the self and the acceptance of reality. A journey towards experiencing has begun from early stage in life to man's cultural life. Thus I will try to convince my audience of the use of such a methodological framework in the fields of religion, tourism, and tradition. But I also want to show that this tool is suitable to understand any other cultural experiences. And I will try to challenge my audience in that sense. 

4. Colin Cummings, QUB: conalcummings@hotmail.com
Bays, berths and sunsets; environmental debate on a Mediterranean island 
What are the social and cultural processes that inform transformations of the physical environment? What is the role of power in these processes and how is it contested? My research addresses these questions in relation to a particular environmental debate, over plans to modify the port facilities in the town of Ciutadella, on the Balearic island of Menorca. The debate over these plans is treated as a political discourse, conceived of in Seidel’s (1985, 1989) terms as a ‘site of struggle in which social meanings are produced,… sustained and challenged’.  Such an approach facilitates an examination of how participants in the debate are constrained by dominant culturally construed ideas about what constitutes legitimate argument in the context of decision-making about the environment, and how some seek to renegotiate this discursive framework. 

5. Fiona Larkan, NUI, Maynooth: FIONA.T.LARKAN@nuim.ie
Constructions of Sexuality, Risk and Choice: A Comparative Analysis – Ireland/South Africa

This work looks at the social construction of sexuality and risk amongst middle class young men and women in different locations, viz Ireland and South Africa.  It seeks to understand the extent to which such constructions of sexuality impact on the assessment of risk and subsequent choices regarding sexual behaviour.  

I have chosen to do comparative work for my PhD specifically as a means of challenging some accepted norms with regard to development and public health discourses.  I would like to use this opportunity to outline my arguments and invite feedback and comments from the session participants, as to their strength and validity. 

6. Sean O Dubhghaill, NUI Maynooth: SEAN.M.ODUBHGHAILL@nuim.ie
“Some Notes on a Problematic Anthropological Speculation –or- Why Sex is not an option” 

This paper concerns itself with the nature of Speculative Anthropology through the lens of Sexual expression among the Elderly (The Arbitrary category of the over 65’s). I will concisely put to the group how a thesis of this nature cannot be carried out- even though posited in a theoretical mode there appears no reason why this cannot be the case. I will also outline why this issue (The elderly as an object of study) is one of a critical importance.
_________________________________________________________________
SESSION 2: POLITICS AND IDENTITY
1. Molly Hurley-Depret, City University of New York (CUNY), QUB affiliate: mollyhurleydepret@gmail.com
'Beyond sectarianism:  Studying place, space, and memory in Belfast, Northern Ireland'

Belfast, Northern Ireland is perhaps best known for the 30 years of political violence, known colloquially simply as 'the Troubles.'  In this post-peace agreement period, when devolution has arguably once again become a possibility, sectarianism is undoubtedly still a crucial issue.  Yet, simultaneously, Northern Ireland can no longer be viewed as a place with 'two communities' or 'two traditions,' if it ever could have been. With the introduction of new EU countries in 2003 and the UK and Ireland's policies regarding migrant workers, both the Republic and Northern Ireland have

witnessed momentous demographic shifts.  As well, ordinary crime and 'anti-social behavior' by youth have become central issues for police, and, as in many cities, the question of affordable housing and the influx of international capital have become relevant.  In this context, my dissertation research hones in on one neighbourhood of south Belfast, an area that has become widely known as 'mixed,' in terms of race, nationality, and sexual orientation, in addition to class and political and religious affiliation.  I seek to understand how people are addressing (or not addressing) changes in this area.  Furthermore, how do people in this supposedly 'safe' area perceive where they live—are there, or have there been, 'invisible interfaces' in this mixed area, depending on one's age, ethnicity, nationality, gender?  What, or where, are the boundaries of belonging and exclusion in people's daily lives and navigations?

2. Francisco Arqueros, NUI Maynooth: FRANCISCO.ARQUEROS@nuim.ie
The workers’ road to emancipatory politics in the Irish mushroom industry 

Freedom and emancipation have a class character. For capital, it means the emancipation of capital from any regulatory or institutional restrictions to capital accumulation coming from trade unions or national states (Harvey 2006). For labour, emancipation means, in Marx’s terms, freedom from all forms of oppression. The chief one: emancipation from exploitation by capital and the subsequent elimination of class differences. Following this lead, I am trying to ground my account of class politics in the Irish mushroom industry in the theory of uneven development as John Weeks (1981) has developed it. This theory can allow us to understand how political and economic cycles are related, and how political opportunities are created. It also points at a dynamic understanding of the relation between structure and agency, and how social and economic structure change over time. 

3. Marta Kempney, QUB: kempcia@yahoo.com
Living together: Polish ethnic minority in Belfast

During my presentation I will give a brief introduction to my future Ph.D. thesis subject, which will tackle the issues of the Polish minority in Belfast and the area. More specifically, my Ph.D. thesis will deal with the relations between the local community and the immigrants from Poland. Hence, first I will give introductory information about the Polish minority in Northern Ireland itself. Secondly, I will present the outcomes of my preliminary research that I did while attending the meetings of ‘Shared History Project’ organized by South Belfast Highway to Health Organization. Finally, basing on the observations that I did, I will point out the possible areas for future research. 

4. Noel Dowling, NUI Maynooth: dowlingnoel@hotmail.com
Back Of House: The accommodation and appropriation of deskilling.

The hotel and catering industry is at the vanguard of enormous changes in Ireland’s labour market. These changes are most extreme in terms of the occupational collapse and deskilling of the industry through the minimal provision of a dignified wage. The aim of this thesis is to offer an insight into how cost-conscious hoteliers and restaurateurs are availing of a reserve army of accession state workers in order to achieve higher levels of productivity while managing a low cost base. The remoulding of labour processes in the continual constructing of a generic workforce and the erosion of occupational boundaries is continually undermining the power of organised labour. The story is told from an immigrant labourist perspective: that of being part of a cheap and compliant workforce, who act as maximum producers; employees of low maintenance to their employers who continually experience the casualising of their workplace and employment.

5. Síun Carden, QUB: scarden01@Queens-Belfast.AC.UK
Belfast’s Gaeltacht Quarter

I plan to research the development of Belfast’s Gaeltacht Quarter, the latest in a series of projects to promote particular areas of the city.  This development, situated along the Falls Road, is part of the global trend for urban spaces to be ‘themed’, packaged as offering a particular experience for the visitor.  While the Irish language is to be the official theme of this area, some also see it as a way of representing Irishness itself. Arguing for the development, one of the people behind it asked “Where in the world can you go and not know you are in Chinatown?”.  If the Gaeltacht Quarter is to be an ‘Irelandtown’ within Belfast, a particular conception of Irishness will be represented through the landscape, and moreover the soundscape, of this neighbourhood.  I will look at how the meanings already attached to this area are renegotiated as it moves from being the home of so-called ‘Jailtacht’ Irish to being Belfast’s first state-backed Gaeltacht.   

_____________________________________________________________________

SESSION 3: 
MUSIC, SOUNDSCAPES AND SOCIAL MEANING
1. Jaime Rollins-McColgan, Ethnomusicology, QUB: jrollins02@Queens-Belfast.AC.UK
“Wherever Green is Worn”: - Continuity, Change and the Voice of Republicanism through the Context of Parading Bands.

With relative peace for the last eight years and the recent decommissioning of IRA weapons, the meaning of Irish republicanism is changing and its place is being reassessed within Northern Ireland.  Currently, communities are renegotiating public space and using music as an idiom for expression.  My proposed research is the investigation of an asserted republican voice and identity within the context of marching bands.  Drawing on Scott, DaMatta, Low, Hobsbawm and Connerton, I will consider questions of authenticity and power, social memory, the invention and maintenance of traditions, and the marking of space through the physicality and the sound of marching.  Music has long been a privileged sphere of cultural expression in Northern Ireland, and a key marker in negotiating nationalist identity.  Historically placed in opposition to Orange parading, of which much has been written, republican parades have been increasingly influenced by globalisation and the greater hybridity contested in the domain of cultural politics.

2. Andrew Whelan, TCD: amj.whelan@gmail.com
Coprolalia and Shibboleths: musical and textual interaction in the Breakcore room

My research presents an empirical analysis of interaction and exchange online, within an electronic music ‘scene’. The terms of approach to this ‘scene’ were set by the rationalisation/democratisation debate, the dominant sociological binary through which the relation between music and technology is evaluated. Assessments of such social effects as democratisation, though, clearly cannot be made without reference to how music technology is used by practitioners. Through close, theoretically informed readings of ‘naturally occurring’ dialogue, fundamental features of the cultural environment and the social identity articulated there are explored. This dialogue has a remarkably transgressive character, involving confrontational interactional modes (characterised here as coprolalia), where ritual insult exchange and ‘obscene’ discourse are conventional marks of (masculine) subcultural authenticity. This is shown through contrasting and discussing contexts or use instances of shibboleths, both linguistic (specifically the complex ritual honorific/epithets ghey and nigga), and musicological (the amen breakbeat, a fundamental constituent in the dance music sample base). 

The fratriarchal form of the subcultural ‘space’ produced in this dialogue indicates that the principal issues involved in considering these technologies are not their potentials as enabling ‘subversion’ or standardising musical culture, but the extraordinary articulations of subcultural identity and aesthetics they facilitate, and the ‘inert’ or ‘structural’ discursive violence underlying these articulations. 
3. Sally Walmsley-Pledl, Ethnomusicology, QUB: s.walmsley@Queens-Belfast.AC.UK
Valued Sounds: developing a relationship with music through participation in voluntary music making associations in East Bavaria

My research took place in East Bavaria, Germany over a period of 14 months during 2004/2005. I worked with a number of voluntary music groups where people got together to play music or sing for fun. Since most of their time was spent in rehearsal rather than public performance, the material generated from this forms the core of my thesis. Since the groups in the study performed contrasting genre, I had the opportunity of following similar strands of enquiry in different settings. 

My thesis focuses on various processes which operate during music making. I suggest that by drawing these out one is able to see some of the different ways in which musicians can establish a relationship with music within the context of East Bavaria. Such an approach goes some way to explaining how, despite collective practice framing experience within a group, individual members can reach their own conclusions about what such participation means to them. 

4. Mick Herrity, NUI Maynooth: ugotmick@hotmail.com
Sounding out the gig at God's Gaff
For my Masters I am studying the stategies used by the Jesuits in a Dublin  city church to bring the Catholic message to young people. The Gospel Mass  in Gardiner Street Church is held at 7.30pm every Sunday between September  and May. At a time when the Catholic Church has lost its power base the Mass has a packed congregation every week. This study looks to examine the mission that the Jesuits have undertaken in the rapidly changing landscape of inner city Dublin. I want to explore the symbols and semiotics of the rituals of the mass. The use of multicultural soundscapes illustrates an intention to appeal to a new multicultural congregation. This study seeks to explore the impact of the
mass on the migrant communities and their reaction  to the way in which Catholic rituals are performed in Dublin.
5. Gordon Ramsey, Ethnomusicology, QUB: gordonramsey@hotmail.com
Music, Emotion and Identity in Ulster-Scots Communities.

Since the mid-1990s, the term 'Ulster-Scots' has come to prominence in the nine counties of Ulster as a label for a cultural/ethnic identity.  Initially associated with a language movement, this identity has been largely articulated to a wider constituency through musical practices.  Many of the musical practices now labelled  'Ulster-Scots' are not new, and have, prior to the emergence of the Ulster-Scots label, been variously described as Protestant, Loyalist, Orange, British and/or Irish. Examples are Flute -bands, Lambeg Drumming, Gospel Singing and Fiddle-playing. The relabelling of these practices as Ulster-Scots, has, by changing their context, led, in some cases, to transformations in their practice, and in others, to the perpetuation or revival of 'traditional' practices in a rapidly changing social and political environment.

I am carrying out participant-observation with a number of musical groups that might be labelled 'Ulster-Scots', including three flute bands and two folk groups.  I am interested in the ways that emotional relationships which develop through musical practice, to people (such as other musicians or audiences), places (such as Ulster, Scotland and particular towns, villages or estates) and artifacts (such as musical instruments) form identities, not simply as political or cultural labels, but as ways of being in the world.  I am also interested in the ways in which practice and discourse, particularly the discourse of 'Ulster-Scots-ness', interact to form and transform such identities.

_____________________________________________________________________

SESSION 4: RECONCILIATION AND REMEMBRANCE

1. Fiona Murphy, NUI Maynooth: fionaeileenmurphy@gmail.com
Songlines of Sorrow: Modern modalities of trauma, memory and reconciliation. 
My project is an examination of the removal of Aboriginal children from their homes and families in the Australian context. My main focus of interest has been on the Bringing Them Home commission of inquiry, and the myriad debates surrounding issues of truth, testimony, responsibility, reparations, denial and memory. I am interested in how through such ‘truth’ finding processes social memory is produced, exposed and articulated as a form of trauma, through which forgiveness, healing, and reconciliation can ultimately take place. Today I hope to give a brief overview of my research and some of the problematics of working with trauma survivors.  

2. Jessica Golden, QUB: lovely_freya@hotmail.com
'We are what we say: language and group identity in NI politics'

The way people speak in interaction and the use of language in creating and mainatining the idenitity of the group or the boundaries between that group and another is the focus of my research.  I am studying the rhetorical techniques and patterns the SDLP uses to speak to various audiences (party members, opposition, general public and media) combined with daily interaction and observation of the SDLP to look at the cultural process that produces the type of speech that maintains the symbolic boundaries of the SDLP as a group.  In a broader view of my research I’d like to look at the language use of the SDLP in relation to the group’s identity and see if their approach seems to affective a positive reaction or helps to create a space for reconciling two opposing groups.  If so, a model for reconciliation may be possible.  

3. Gareth Fulton, NUI Maynooth: gdfulton@hotmail.com
An ethnographic study of football in Cape Town
My research project investigates the historical and socio-cultural significance of football, and football clubs, for young, predominantly coloured and African, working class males in Cape Town. A section of the population that has yet to derive many material benefits since South Africa’s transition to democracy, sport in general, and football in particular, continues to provide many with a means of articulating a sense of identity and masculinity. Some of the key questions that I seek to address include: What cultural meanings are attached to, and generated by, soccer and have these meanings changed historically? What factors influence participation in soccer and membership of soccer clubs? How do key figures within the governance of such clubs perceive their role in a changing society? 

4. Anaheed Al-Hardan, TCD: alhardaa@tcd.ie
This research is interested in investigating practices of memory and remembrance, and in particular, the way(s) in which second and third generation Palestinian refugees in Syria (re)imagine the 1948 nakba (catastrophe or disaster) vis-à-vis oral narrative memorialisation. The main method that will be employed in the field will be formal (e.g. talking to members of camp based institutions, potential work colleagues, etc) as well as informal (e.g. talking to host family, children, etc) interviews. In addition to this, a systematic recording of findings through participant and non-participant overt observation will be carried out on a day-to-day basis. The combination of this ethnographic hermeneutic methodology will therefore allow for an understanding of the way(s) in which second and third generation Palestinian refugees in Syria (re)imagine the nakbah vis-à-vis oral narrative memorialisation, which can in turn shed light on the impact that this memorialisation has on the day-to-day realities of those engaged in this memorialisation (e.g. how does oral narrative memorialisation of the nakba influence refugees’ self-identification as Palestinian? How does this memorialisation influence children born decades after the memorialised event? How is this perpetuated? etc).
5. Naoko Maehara, QUB: M1889803@Queens-Belfast.AC.UK
Multiple identifications and emotional processes: Japanese wives and mothers in Ireland

My research will explore the relationship between self and culture in the transnational contexts of intermarriage and migration. Specifically, I shall focus on the role of emotion in multiple identification processes among Japanese wives of Irish spouses living in Ireland/Northern Ireland. Questions that are central to the research are: How do Japanese wives and mothers make adjustments to cultural and physical distance between their own and their husbands’ home country? In shifting social and cultural networks, how do these women (re)construct or deconstruct their sense of self? And how do they change relationships and emotional involvement with families ‘here’ and ‘there’?

6. Eva Harman, NUI Maynooth: emharman@fulbrightweb.org
A Few Reflections on Finding Informants
 
How do Anthropologists gain access to the social worlds they have selected for study? How did your mentor get in contact with the individuals she worked with? Among other things, money, gifts, influence, connections, deceit, friendship, and compassion have all been used. As I think through the different research trajectories possible for my project on police culture, this question keeps resurfacing. Perhaps my fieldwork experience in Mali, West Africa has made me particularly sensitive to the issue. The ethics of ethnographic research are of course fraught with complication. And although Institutional Ethical Committees first give our projects their stamp of approval, I still think it important to consider how we develop and maintain ties with the people we study. After all, it is their lives and stories that enable us to create and contribute to new ways of understanding social life and cultural change. I’m keen to hear your own experiences, but first let me talk briefly about how my connections with NGOs influenced my relationships with residents of Jiaferela, a village near the Malian-Guinean border where I lived for seven months.  
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